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It carried them abroad. It filled them with a spirit of
activity, which loved to grapple with difficulty arid to face
danger; it did for them what the wise poet says was done
for the early inhabitants of the world by its Supreme
Ruler, who, in his figurative language, first agitated the
sea with storms, and hid fire, and checked the streams of
wine which first flowed abroad in the golden age, and
shook the honey from the bough, in order that men might
learn the arts in the stern school of necessity. It arose
from the barrenness of her soil, as her greatest historian
observes, that Attica had always been exempt from the
revolutions which in early times agitated the other
countries of Greece, which poured over their frontiers the
changeful floods of migratory populations, which disturbed
the foundations of their national history, and confounded
the civil institutions of the former occupants of the soil.
Attica, secure in her sterility, boasted that her laud had
never been inundated by these tides of immigration. - She
had enjoyed a perpetual calm, she had experienced no such
change; the race of her inhabitants had been ever the
same; nor could she tell whence they had sprung; no
foreign land had sent them; they had not forced their
way within her. confines by violent irruption. She traced
the stream of her population in a backward course, through
many generations, till at last it hid itself, like one of her
own brooks, in the temporary recesses of her own soil"

As a practical comment upon this graceful summary of
national belief, I would observe that the geographical
evidences I have brought. forward of the ancient birth-
place of the splendid race of Attica, will now be amply
confirmed by the same course of demonstration, a demon-
stration that will prove harmonious and complete in all its
proportions; for it is based upon truth. One simple but
ingenious Attic boast gives at once the key to the
Autochthonous origin of the Athenians. They were, then,